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ARREST MADE IN CONNECTION TO THE HOMICIDE AT 24 

WARD STREET IN THE CITY OF PATERSON 
 

PATERSON, NEW JERSEY:        June 22, 2020 

 

Passaic County Prosecutor Camelia M. Valdes and Paterson Police Chief Ibrahim Baycora 

announce that on Monday, June 22, 2020, Henry Rivera, 31 years old from Paterson, was 

arrested in connection to the homicide that took place earlier in the day in the area of 24 Ward 

Street in Paterson.  Rivera was charged with Murder, first degree; Possession of a Weapon for an 

Unlawful Purpose, third degree; and Unlawful Possession of a Weapon, fourth degree. 

   

On Monday, June 22, 2020, at approximately 12:14 a.m., police officers responded to the area 

outside the residence located at 24 Ward Street in the City of Paterson in response to a report of 

an injured person.  Upon their arrival, the officers discovered Arthur Clauser, 52 years old from 

Paterson, who had suffered an apparent stab wound.  Mr. Clauser was transported to St. Joseph’s 

University Medical Center in Paterson where he later succumbed to his wounds and was 

pronounced deceased.  The subsequent investigation revealed that Clauser and Rivera were 

together with a group of friends outside of that location when they became engaged in a verbal 

altercation.  The verbal altercation escalated into a physical fight, during which Rivera stabbed 

Clauser in the torso and fled the scene.  Rivera surrendered himself without incident at Paterson 

Police headquarters later in the morning.  The crime of Murder has a sentencing range from a 

minimum of 30 years up to life imprisonment, the crime of Possession of a weapon for an 

unlawful purpose has a sentencing range of 3 to 5 years in prison, while the crime of unlawful 

possession of a weapon has a sentencing range of up to 18 months in prison.   

 

The State intends to file a motion for pre-trial detention which will be held at a future date and 

time to be determined by the Court. 

 

Anyone with information regarding this incident is asked to contact the Passaic County 

Prosecutor’s Office on our tips line at 1-877-370-PCPO or tips@passaiccountynj.org or contact 

the Paterson Police Detective Bureau at 973-321-1120.  

  

A criminal complaint is merely an accusation.  Despite the accusations, the defendant is 

presumed innocent unless and until proven guilty beyond a reasonable doubt.  
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For media inquiries concerning this case, contact Chief Assistant Prosecutor Jason Statuto of the 

Passaic County Prosecutor’s Office at jstatuto@passaiccountynj.org or at (973) 837-7733. 

 

 
 

Henry Rivera 
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